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·v FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

1 8 MAY 1993

EX PARTE OR LATE FIlED

DOCKET FILE copy ORIGINAL
Honorable Don Nickles
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Nickles:

RECEIVED

MAY 19 1993

This is in reply to your letter of May 4, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of your const~'tent, Terry Sensibaugh of the Pittsburg County Fire
Fighters Association, regarding the Notice of Proposed Rule Making (Notice) in
PR Docket No. 92-235. 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice proposes comprehensive
changes to t~ Commi sion's Rules governing the private land mobile radio
services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

The proposals in the Notice reflect to a large extent concepts ~d proposals
submi~ted in the initial inquiry stages of this proceeding. None of the
proposals set forth in the Notice, however, are engraved in stone. Indeed,
the proposals represent our best judgment at this stage of the proceeding on
steps that must be taken to improve the regulatory climate for users of the
private land mobile radio spectrum below 512 MHz. I have enclosed for your
information a copy of that part of the Notice that describes the numerous
proposals, plus a discussion paper released March 1, 1993. In sum, under
these proposed rules, no radio in Pittsburg County would require replacement
until 2006.

We are sensitive to the needs of users of private land mobile radio spectrum
and the impact that these proposals may have on their radio systems. We will
endeavour to protect all public safety and private land mobile radio systems.
Your letter ~ill be included in the record of the proceeding and will be fully
evaluated when we develop final rules in this proceeding.

WP. want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. We expect final
rules to be issued in 1994.

Sincerely,

I~!

Joseph A. Levin
Chief, Policy & Planning Branch
Private Radio Bureau
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Please reply in duplicate
attn of Michelle Purser
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WASHINGTON. DC 20510-3602

May 4,1993

Respectfully referred to

Federal Communications Commission
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t1') RESOURCES

j9il

for such cousideration as the communication herewith submitted may
warrent, and for a report thereon, in duplicate to accompany return of..
enclosure.

By direction of

DON NICKLES
U.S. Senator

Please reply to Michelle Purser of my staff.
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tvlarch 29, 1993

Honorable Don Nickles
Uniteti States Senate
Rrn 713 Senate Hart Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Nickles:

The Pittsburg County Firefighters Association just recently received
information on the Re-Farming of the Radio Frequencies as proposed by the
Federal Communications which would require everyone in the State operating
radios below 512 NHz to have the system changed in 1996.

This is going to cause a real hardship to the Twenty-six (26) volunteer
fire departments in Pittsburg County as well as everyone else who depends
on the present radio system for communication.

Of the Twenty-six (26) volunteer fire departments using the present
system, the cost of a new system will be prohibitive, since all small
volunteer fire departments have an operating budget of about $1,000
a year, in order to continue to protect the communities in rural
Pittsburg County with rescue and fire protection. It has taken MANY
years and a lot of money to equip these fire departments with effective
communication systems. EXAMPLE:

Each Dept.
Each Dept.
Each Dept.

~.5 Radio's @ $400.00 -------------------$2,000.00
- 2 Portables @ $350.00------------------$ 700.00
- 12 Pagers @ $300.00 -------------------$3,600.00

Each Fire Dept. TOTAL $6,300.00

Twenty-Six fire departments - 26 X $6,300.00 $163,800.00 TOTAL

Projected new system~ EXAMPLE:

Each Dept. - 5 Radi~'s @ $750.00 -------------------$3,750.00
Each Dept. - 2 Portables @ $50.00-------------------$ 900.00
Each Dept. - 12 Pagers @ $500.00 -------------------$6,000.00

Each Fire Dept. TOTAL $10,650.00

Twenty-Six fire departments - 26 X $10,650.00 = $276,900.00 TOTAL

The cost to change this system is a great aQount of money just for the
Fire Band Network in Pittsburg County, and there are 77 counties involved
in the programs. As you can see, we already have spent a lot of money to
help our residents a~d this past expenditures will be thrown away by the
new system and none of-us have funds to purchase the cost of any new
equipment in order to stay in step. If you permit this change, PLEASE
get funds set aside to help make this change over possible for the small
volunteer fire departments.
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We are sincerely asking you to help our rural residents by stopping this
Frequency Re-Farming by the Federal Communications Commission PR Docket
92-235.

Respectfully,

Terry Sensibaugh
President

Pittsburg County Firefighters
Association
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